April 21, 2024 10:15 am

Prelude

Welcome

The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It is the
relationship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love,
that gives the shepherd authority. The shepherd’s willingness to lay down his life for the
sheep shows his love. First John illustrates what it means to lay down our lives for one
another by the example of sharing our wealth with any sibling in need.

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

This is the day that the Lord has made!
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Canticle of Praise (ELW #140)

Refrain: This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

1. Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be
people of God. Power and riches, wisdom and strength, and honor and
blessing and glory are his. Refrain

2. Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: Blessing
and honor, glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. Refrain

3. For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. Refrain
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Thanksgiving for Baptism

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our joy.
Amen.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for us.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the deep
and water became the essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. The
ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam led the dancing as
your people passed through the sea into freedom’s land. In a desert pool the Ethiopian
official entered your boundless baptismal life.



Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of your
reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad hearts,
giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our source of living water,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

Gathering Hymn: ELW #369
“"Christ the Lord Is Risen Today, Alleluia!”

1. Christ the Lord is ris'n today; Alleluia! Christians, hasten on your way;
Alleluia! Offer praise with love replete, Alleluia! At the paschal victim’s
feet. Alleluia!

2. For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Alleluia! Sinless in the sinner’s stead.
Alleluia! Christ the Lord is ris'n on high; Alleluia! Now he lives, ho more to
die. Alleluia!

3. Christ, the victim undefiled, Alleluia! God and sinners reconciled, Alleluia!
When contending death and life, Alleluia! Met in strange and awesome
strife. Alleluia!

4. Christians, on this holy day, Alleluia! All your grateful homage pay; Alleluia!
Christ the Lord is ris'n on high; Alleluia! Now he lives, no more to die.
Alleluia!
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Prayer of the Day

O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into
your fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole.
Make us one with you, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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First Reading: Acts 4:5-12

Peter and John had been arrested the previous day because they were proclaiming the
news of the resurrection to the people. In today’s reading, Peter is filled with the Holy
Spirit so that he can proclaim salvation in Jesus’ name to the religious authorities.

°The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, ®with Annas the
high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly

family. "When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, "By what
power or by what name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to
them, “Rulers of the people and elders, °if we are questioned today because of a good
deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, '%let
it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before



you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom
God raised from the dead. !'This Jesus is
‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;
it has become the cornerstone.’
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given
among mortals by which we must be saved.”

Psalm: Psalm 23

IThe LorD is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.

’The LorD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.

3You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.

“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

°You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

°Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LorD forever.

Second Reading: 1 John 3:16-24

Jesus’ death on our behalf is the clearest demonstration of divine love. This is the very
love we share with others, not just through our words but especially through our deeds.
In sharing such love we fulfill God’s commandments.

16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay
down our lives for one another. ’How does God'’s love abide in anyone who has the
world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?

18l jttle children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. °And by
this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before
him 2°whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he
knows everything. ?'Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before
God; %?and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments
and do what pleases him.

23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus
Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. ?*All who obey his
commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he
abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia. Jesus says, I am the good shepherd.* I know my own and my own know
me. Alleluia. (John 10:14)

The Holy Gospel according to the book of John, beginning with the Tenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: John 10:11-18



In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as the shepherd
who cares for his sheep. He is willing to die for them, and he is able to overcome death
for them.

[Jesus said:] ™I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep. ?The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the
wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and
scatters them. 3The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the
sheep. “I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, '°>just as the
Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. '°I have
other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen
to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. '’For this reason the Father loves
me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. '8No one takes it from me,
but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to
take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.”

The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon

Hymn of the Day: ELW #778 "The Lord’s My Shepherd”

1. The Lord’s my shepherd; I'll not want. He makes me down to lie in pastures
green; he leadeth me the quiet waters by. He leadeth me, he leadeth me
that quiet waters by.

2. My soul he doth restore again, and me to walk doth make within the paths
of righteousness, e’en for his own name’s sake; within the pats of
righteousness, e’en for his own name’s sake.

3. Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, yet will I fear no ill; for thou art with
me, and thy rod and staff me comfort still; for thou art with me, and thy rod
and staff me comfort still.

4. My table thou has richly spread in presence of my foes; my head thou dost
with oil amoint, and my cup overflows. My Head thou dost with oil anoint,
and my cup overflows.

5. Goodness and mercy all my life shall surely follow me, and in God’s house
forevermore my dwelling place shall be; and in God’s house forevermore
my dwelling place shall be.
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Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,



eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, *
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

Offering
Offering Hymn ELW #686 “We Give Thee But Thine Own” 1 verse

1. We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be;
all that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.
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Offering Prayer

Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here
be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our true vine. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
God of grace, hear our prayer.

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. It is right to give thanks and praise.

Preface



Thanksgiving at the Table

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Distribution Hymn ELW #496 "One Bread, One Body”

Refrain: One Bread, one body, one Lord of all; one cup of blessing which we
bless, and we though many through-out the earth, we are one body in
this one Lord.

1. Gentile or Jew, servant or free, woman or man, no more. Refrain
2. Many the fits, many the works, one in the Lord of all. Refrain
3. Grain for the fields, scattered and grown, gathered to one for all. Refrain
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Post-communion Blessing
Prayer after Communion

Blessing

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter hope
+ bless you now and always. Amen.

ELW #502 "The King of Love, My Shepherd Is”

1. The King of love my shepherd is, whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am his and he is mine forever.

2. Where streams of living water flow, my ransomed soul he leadeth and,
Where the verdant pastures grow, with food celestial feedeth.

3. Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, but yet in love he sought me,
and on his shoulder gently laid, and home, rejoicing brought me.

4. In death’s dark vale I fear no ill, with thee, dear Lord, beside me,
Thy rod and staff my comfort still; they cross before to guide me.

5. Thou spreadst a table in my sight; thin unction grace bestoweth;
and, oh, what transport of delight from thy pure chalice floweth!

6. And so, through all the length of days, thy goodness faileth never.
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise within thy house forever.
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Dismissal
Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude

Announcements:
e Bible Study on Wednesday mornings at 9 am.
e New Member Sunday on May 5, 2024, at 10:15 worship.
e Sunday, May 5% is the last day of Sunday School.
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